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THE PEACE MISSION.

Ike President Alexander II. Stephens,
Senator £. M. T. Hunter and

Judge John A. Campbell at
Fortress Monroe.

Secretary Seward Gone Down
to Meet Them.

OUR SPECIAL DESPATCHES.

IE8EL ACCOUNTS OF THEIR MISSION.

They Come on An Informal Invi¬
tation from Mr. Lincoln.

They Are Without Credentials, Have
No Power to Negotiate Peace,
and Are Merely Informal
Agents of Jeff. Davfa.

Their Coming the Result of Mr. Blair's
Visit to Richmond.

Sketches of the Rebel Com-
missioned.

Agenti of the French and English Governments
Reported in Richmond,

Ac., &c., &c.

Oar Special 'Washington Dripatrh. 4

Wasuingto.x, Feb. 1, lS8j.
Wo have bad a surfeit of peaco rumors here to-day,

fend It la exceedingly difficult, out of the mass of contra¬
dictory statement*, to arrive at the truth. The facta in
the case appear to be these : The delegation from Kich-
nond were admitted within the lines yexterdny, and to-

started down the James river on an army transport.
They were, however, stopped at Fortress Monroe, and

Secretary Seward started for Annapolis at noon to meet

tbemyv
There is reason to believe that they are not to corns tc

Washington at present, bat any negotiations or confer¬
ence In regard to a settlement of tho difficulties will be
.eaducted at the fortress by Secretary Eeward in behalf of
Ik. government. This may be done to prevent thf publi-

which would necessarily attend their pretence here.
The wbole affair Is involved in a good deal of mystery,

.ad, while accredited representatives of the rebel gov¬
ernment would not be received, yet the President is wit-
Mag to receive and consider any suggestions which thoy
nay be desirous of making, looking to a settlement upon
11m basis of a return to the Union, leaving tho question
ef slavery to be determined by tho action of tho States
¦pon the constitutional amendment

It must be borne in mind that this whole Blair negotia¬
tion has been conducted under tho auspices of Mr. Sew-

and this is believed to be only a continuation of
those negotiations.
¦Mrctarjr Seward En Konte to Meet the

Rebel Peace Cominl«iloner«.
Baitdiorb, Feb. 1, 1806.

The A Mtiapolls correspondent of the Ameri:an an¬

nounces the arrival there this morning of Secretary Sew¬
ard, accompanied by hU private secretary, who im-
asedlately left for Fortress Monroe, on General Grant's
despatch steamer, to meet tho rebel commissioner.!.
They were met at the drpot by General Berry, and
cccorted to the executive chamber, whore they were wel¬
comed by Governor Bradford.

Mr. 8. Cadwalladcr'i Despatch.
City Powt, Va., Jan. 31, 1865.

Tbe peace rumor* which have gained such circulation
In the Korth by the recent visits of Francis P. Blair, Sr.,
aad Geuerat Singleton to the reb I capital, have at length
acquired prominence in army cMules, and arc being dis¬
cussed in flold and camp. As might be exported, the
feeling isditrerent; but few officers or privates bollcvo
an honorable peace obtainable at present, or have fulth
In the scbemlngs and plotting* of such ambassadors. To
the army the war is a practical reality, to bo ended only
la a practii ul manner. Our government de
¦lands unconditional submission to tho f"d .-

ral authority and the laws and proclamation*
emancipating slaves. The rebels light for a national In¬
dependence and tbe perpotuatlon of slavery. Tho war

must, of necessity, go on until one of tho parties will con¬

cent to a modlllcatloB of the term.^. Our practical
diplomats, with cannon and carbine, believe thn time ban
aot yet arrived for tho rebols to submit without condi¬
tions, and aro equally cortaln the spirit of our people
would submit to nothing less.

It cannot be concealed, however, that a marked
Cbango has taken place In Southern minds regarding
the conditions and desirability of pearo within a

few months. The tone of the Richmond press
In now such that the "hated subject" bears
discussion. Tlicy become ecstatic in their admiration of
Uie golden, glorious future possible, could tho Union
Mon snd rebel lamb but agroo to He down In the green
pastures of national amity and reconstruction.
Bat these vague yearnings are dally taking more tnngl-

tts forma The first aad second missions of tho elder
Blair did much to tickle our vanity and mollify tho re-

ceatment of Jefferson Davis. Rumors of peace becamo
as common in Richmond as Washington. For some days
pest mysterious Intimations la the Richmond papers
have been foreshadowing some coming event. Specula¬
tion was oa tiptoe.excitement Intense. Yesterday the'
announcement was made In Uielr papers that "Vice Pro
aldeul Alexander H. Stephens, Mr. John A. Campbell,
termer Assistant Secretary of War, and Hon. R M. T.
'¦unt t, were on their way to Washington as com mis
*l«oaera of peace. " It was stated that these
iganUeiaon left Richmond for Petersburg on Sunday af-
.tamoon, would pass through our lines and over Grant's

I Military railroad to City Point on Monday, aad were
doubtless then well on their way to the federal capital,

^ estorrfay morning these persons spplled tor admission
through <>ur lines by dag of truce In front ef the Ninth
corps. I am Informed and believe.although official re¬
ticence has prevented a confirmation of tho rumor.some
technical formalities delayed the Immediate transmission
ef a reply, but to .lay will reveal Um truth of all I have
Stated.
The Richmond papers claim to knew nothing of the

powers with which these commissioners are clothed, hut
lhavo very faint expectations of pesce resulting They
predict s failure will still further unite the Southern pro-
pU, , and believe In that sense the mission will nof be a

felfkir*.
The Press Despatch.

City Poivr, Jan. 3t, )
Via WsmtafM, Feb 1, ISto f

Yssterday * trucn appeared oo the line In front
sf flHersburgVH'oupled by the Ninth corps, aud tnej-

nsgf was ssnd'n for permission to allow Vice F. ,>dsnt

Alexander D. Stephens and Senator R. M. T. Hunter,
I c umml.itionera from the Southern confederacy, to pass

Umu(lt our lines for Uw purpose of proceeding to Wash¬
ington, supposed to bo for Mm purpose of proponing
lenas of peace, or for a conference on that subject with
the government at Washington.
Owing to aeae aslaundsntanding they did not oome

through our lines; but it U expected that the matter will
be speedily arranged, and that they will arrive to-day,
and at once be conveyed to Washington in a special boat

This Is the only event of any Interest that has occurred
for a week.
The troops are being inspected and drilled by squads,

companies and regiments. This occupies most of the
Uae ot tho officers.

REBEL ACCOUNTS.

DiraRTtniR op tor rebkl pkacr commissioners.
[From tho Richmond Sentinel, Jan. 30.]

Messrs. A. H* Stephens, R. M. T. Hunter and John A.
Campbell left Richmond yesterday morning on their way
to Washington, to confer with President Liocoiu on tho
subject of putting an end to the war if possible. The cir¬
cumstances under which these gentlomcn have departed
on their minion are understood to bo as follows:.Mr.
F. P. Blah' having sought an unofficial and confidential
interview with President Davis, departed for Washington
with an assurance that our President would be willing at

any time, without any obstacle of form, to send agents
or oommtseioaers to Washington to confer about terms of

peace, if informed In advance that said Com¬
missioners would be received. On Mr. Blair's
second visit to Richmond he brought the con¬

sent of Mr Lincoln (o receive and confer with any
agents informally tent with a view to the rttioration of
p-aee. The three gentlemen who loft yesterday were

thereupon selected by the President, and they havo gone
vnlhoutformal crtdeiuiato, ami merely at informal agent*, to
see whether it is possible to placo a conference for peace
on any bants which may serve for attaining so desirable a
resist It is possible that success may attend their ef¬
forts; but wisdom and prudence demand that we indulge
in no confident expectations on tho subject, and that we

relax not one muu.nl In cnergetic preparation for the
ensuing campaign. From the choice rnario by tho Presi¬
dent wo may rsst assured that no mans tot/1
be I'fi untried to peace, if it be pos¬
sible to obtain II ; but if the throe eminent citizens
selected for tho pnrpose shall fall in their attempt, ouo

good res ill will certainly have been readied. All dis¬
cordant counsels on ilils subject will have become ro-

conciled, and it will no longer be in the power of tho
factious or the timid to per*uode tho people that pcace
can be reached by any path other than that opened for
us by s* out h -arts and stout hands.
THE COMMISSIONERS AJIE ONLY REPEATING TUB

1SI.A ill KXI'BIIIMKN'T.

[From the Richmond Enquirer, Jan. 30.]
The Glair mission had suggested to some of our leading

men the propriety of a reciprocal experiment for peace,
ari'l Vice President Stephens, Judgo Campbell, Assistant
Secretary of War and Senator Hunter, or Virginia, have,
with the knowledge and approval ol the Presldeut, de¬
termined to visit Washington to see what cau bo dono
towards the great eud so much desired. These
gentlemen are fully posted upon all matters lnvolvod in
propositions of peace, and if they meet with the en¬

couragement their Immune and patriotic impulses deserve,
the way will be opened for regular and, It is to bo hoped,
oilectivc nogoliation.'-'. The commissioners loft Rich¬
mond yesterday morning by tho Petersburg Railroad for
City Poiut, where tho tlag of truco steamer New Vorlt
will meet them and transport them to Washington.
THB FA1I.UKX OF THK COMMISSIONERS ANTtCIPATKD
AND l'KKrARATIONS FOR CONTINUED WAR UKUBD.

[From tho Richmond Whig, Jan. SO.]
We have arrived at a critical point in oar controversy

with the government at Washington and tho people It
represents. Commissioners have left this capita) for
that of the enemy, under a quati Invitation from Presi¬
dent Lincoln, to Harass the possibility of adjusting the
matters in dispute and ending the war. It Is of vital
importance that we should Just now remember that we

J are dealing with an exceedingly artful and thoroughly
unscrupulous foe. It is not impossible that this is an

honest and sincere endeavor on their part to terminato
the war, and that such may bo the result ; but it is not
safe Tor us to think so. On the contrary, while our com¬

missioners should make tho most earnest efforts to secure

a satisfactory peace, and while our people should second
these efforts with their prayers, it it iiut tht lime ah v. all
others iulwn we ilwuld put /t,rtK every exertion and itrain
tx-ery mutcle in prepvration far crrnliniud. war. If the ene¬

my desire pence these efforts will not diminish their do-
sire; if they intend a snaro, this Is tho way to foil th in.
We confess, with regret, that wo see but little evidence,

and indulgo but the faintest hope, that CK>-y are prrpirt d
t vxord ut loch Irrms as U'« could think (/ accepting. It
hut been bjt a little while since, by the re-election of

L ncoln, a decided minority of them declnred agalust any
peaco except such as should be dictated by conqucrers to
the vanquished. Notli.ng has occurred Mince to mollify
their d sposltion ; but much to strengthen their conviction
that they can subjugate us. Even the party op|>oscd to I.in
coin s re-election only talked of negotiation and states¬
manship as a means of restoring tho Union. Tho visit of our
commissioners may be permitted only for tho purpose of
satisfying all parties there that no peace can be made
with us oxcept on the basis of separation. Many
of tho lato supporters of IfoClcllan are pledged, when
satisfied of this, to the most unrelenting w*r. Their
accession to the udmlnlstratlon parly would relieve Lin¬
coln of many embarrassments and give him full swing.
Moreover, a call for three hundred thousand fresh troops
is now pending. They come in slowly, notwithstanding
they have been assured by tho Tribune and other leading
papers that it is not at all likely they will ever havo to
Ore or face a gun. The nctiml p ndency of negotiations for
peace.the declaration, perhaps, of a truce.would he a

powerful backer to the promise that they will not have
to light. A large bounty and a few weeks of barracks
life ouly would be a temptation too strong for tho multl
tudes of moneylens Idlers and Immigrants in the North to
resist. Feward may believe that he can, by one pretextor
another, keep our commissioners Id Washington till all
the rerruits needed arc in this way obtnlued. It Is well
to rccollcct how he played with and deceived the com-
nihsioneni that visited Washington In March, ISfll, keep.
Ing them there a whole mouth, while a naval expedition
was preparing for tho relief of Fort Sumter, and pledg¬
ing himself the whole time that Sumter should bo ev acu-
ated. Judge Campbell, at least, will not be apt to target
what occurred on that occasion. Know ing, then, that we
havo a wily and unprincipled enemy to deal with, we

rejieat that the or.ly safe course to be oursucd Is to a .! to
work immediately, and with all posMblo energy, pre-
poro for the spring campaign. If peace should Inter¬
vene these preparations will have done no harm; If war

should continue they will Ot us to face it. If we permit
ourselves to 1m docelvod and thrown off our guard, grow¬
ing weaker dally while they grow strongor, we shall reap
a harvest of disasters.
The President has done wc 11 In the selections he has

made of commissi' 'Mrs. The choke of Mr. Stephens
shows a proper regard for that sentiment In the country
least satisfied with his adrnluUtration. Mr. llunter re¬

presents the theories and doctrines on which the seces¬

sion of these States wm based; while Jud-e Cam|ibll
may be taken the exponent of thoio shados of opinion
that lie between the extremes. Tliey are gentlemen of
sueh charm ter and ability as to give dljnl'y to the great
mletioMon which they ha* e gone, and of such fairn- ss and
moderation aato furnish assurance to the enemy that we
are acting In good faith sod with a sincere desire tearoom
pllsh a satisfactory settlement. Tho President, we any,
has done well In this matter. We rot.ognl«e la tho

s lections ho has made that deference for tl.o Judgment
and wlshea of the people that should always govern the
head of a representative government Continuing to act
in tills sp.rlt, we hope that ho will tako all needful rteps
for Uie contingency of the failure of nepotiat ons. We
have not yet heard that lie ha I called General I.ee to the
position provided for Mm by Congress, nor that he has
restored General Johnston to tlio cominaml jf tho Army
.if Tennessee, as urged upon him in so Unking a form.
Tit* Cabinet, with one exception, remains unchanged.
The Bureaux of Subsistence, Conscription, Ac , continue
under the new msnagemerit of officials who do not com¬
mand a desirable share of public confidence. Tl»" ofTta" of
the Adjutant and Inspector General Is oot distinguished for

. nergy and system. In these and In many < tber thlniv
ihtf President may do much to strengthen the ca.ne ami

reanimate the people. Lei him nut weary nor bait iu tho
work of reform, and the country will again ball httu with
acclamations of enthusiasm an* love,
MWHKNaKKH FROM THK PUtXOU AND ENGLISH 00V-

SBNMKNTH RETORTED ARRIVED IN RICHMOND.
[From the Richmond Whig, Jan. 30, local colama ]
Bon. R. M. T. Hunter, Vice President Stephens and

Judge Campbell, of the War Deportment, left this city
yosterday morning by the Petersburg train for Old Point,
on a mission connected with negotiations with the United
States government lookiug to p»ace. Whether tby will
meet the federal commls* oners there or proceed to
Washington we have not been informed.
Upon the heel of the departure of our commissioners

a rumor gained currency that bearers of despatches hod
arrived in Richmond from both tho French and English
governments. We need hardly add tliat we eould trace
It to no authentic source.

( [Prom the Richmond Dispatch, Jan. 30.]
There wus no war news yen 'rday, but in Ilea thereof

peace rumors were as plentiful as blackbeuies. These
were of every variety of shade and color, and owed their
origin chiefly to the fact that President Davis had ap¬
pointed three peace Commissioners to proceed to Washing¬
ton. This fact became publicly known, and at once the flood
of rumors was let loose. It were idle to attempt to recapi¬
tulate them. All that is known regarding theso peace
commissioners is that Vice President Stephens, Assistant
Secretary of War Campbell and 8enator R. M. T.
Hunter, having, pursuant to an understanding
come to with Mr. Franc s P. Blair, been appointed by Mr.
Davis as peace commissiusers, toft this city by the
Petersburg train yesterday morning, at ten o'clock, *t
route for Washington. From Petersburg they have by
this time gone by Grant's military railroad to City
Point, whence they will proceed to Baltimore or An¬
napolis by steamer. It is feared that the cold weather,
by obstructing navigation, will retard them In their trip.
Nothing Is known hero as to the powers with which

theso commissioners aro clothed. There are a thousand
speculations and theories on the subject, all or which,
being bofied on no known fact, are worthless. About
half of our people think that peace Is somo how to
eome out of this commission, while the other half
hope nothing better from It than that our

wholo peoplo, being convinced there la no prospect
of an honorable peace, wili ho united am ona man hi the
determination to proseoute the war with Increased vigor.
TheTailuro of tho cominlshiouers muit have this effect;
Tor there can ho uo q.iustion Hi.il, iu Mieir various senti¬
ments, they fully represent oil classes of the loyal peoplo
ul tho Southern ^tali's.
The sensation produced in Richmond by Mr. Blair's

first visit was a rlpplo on the waters Compared with tho
maelstrom of excitement Into which the cities of tho
North will bo thrown by tho advent of tho "rebel peac!
commissioners." Already New Turk is in a commotion
over the news of their coming, which has been Hashed
over tho wires. The reporters of tho i; rout newspapers
are already on the track or tho three ^eutlemen, and to¬
morrow morning tho papers will be Qllcd with their ac¬

counts. The Hbkald will havo a dozen columns
of "the rebel peace commissioners "their powers;"
"how they look "what they say "what they eat,"
Ac., Ac. The illustrated papers will contain their pho¬
tographs. How they looked before tho war and bow they
look now. In short, tho "rebel commissioners" will bo

a nine days' wonder to the Yankee nat on, and as such,
and coming In Just tho nick of tiino to break the dreary
monotony of tho winter cumpaign, will bo bailed with
delight.

THE POWERS OP THK COMMISSIONERS.
[From the Richmond fenmlner, Jan. 30.]

For so far tho treacherous policy of tho enemy in
sending an intriguing politician to fltt mysteriously to
and fro across tho lines, and rreate a vague impression
that pcaco was somehow comlny, has succeeded per¬
fectly. The enemy knew tho weakness of our Presi¬
dent, they remembered the Jaquess-Kirke affair, and
made no doubt that if they sent a well known old Wash¬
ington schemer be would bo at once received.creden¬
tials or no credentials.and clasped to the Executive
heart, and then a thousand rumors could not fail to fly
abroad through the army and amongst the citizens, and
to every remote village in the confederacy, that pcnco was
in tho air, that it was coming, and would be here
anon. Thus it was hoped the miliitary nerve of
tho country would relax, men would surmise that
there is no need to make sacriilces and endure privations
now at the eleventh hour, and stragglers and absentees
would deem it not worth while to come back to tboir
commands, and thus tho confederacy would be less in a
condition to oppose with effect tbo advance of Sherman
through the Carolina! and of Thomas through East
Tennessee, both closing in upon Richmond. This policy
of our prudent enemies has in a treat measure succeeded
owing to tho weakness of Mr. Davis In admitting unau¬
thorized and unotliciai Yankees to private audiences, and
their success has blossomed into a rumor that the Presi¬
dent has s -tit threo commissioners to Washington to
negotiate something wh eh shall be called a treaty, which
rumor is false. It is best to say openly, in plain English,
what is going on; to brush away tho mystery which has
been thrown around the alleged movements looking
towards peace, so that nobody may bo disappointed
hereafter.

Three eminent Southern statesmen have gone to Wafh-
Ington. They aro Vice President Stephen*, Senator
Humor, of Virginia, and Judge Campbell, of Alabama.
They are not negotiators, and have no poiorr to treat. Tin y
are no' evn crmmutionert from our g vanment, nut are

thy empowered to repramI or to tpeak for the country, inns-
much an there has l>een no appointment by the President
or by the Fenate. In "hurt, Just an Jaqtiess and Kirke,
and after them Mr. Blair, came to Kichmond to ts'k with
any one who would converse with them, and were but
too successful in getting themselves received at tho Kx-
e< utive mansion, ho these three Confederate gentle m< u

go to Washington to havo a conversation with the enemy,
though it Is doubtful wli thor they will havo equal suc¬
cess in being admitted to the White Hou>o.
Now it would lie unjust to prejudge the sct'on or Im-

puvu the motives of the threo gentlemen who have gone
thus into the enemy 's couutry. It may bo that thoy go

to Washington knowing very well beforehand thatncUhnr
peaco nor armistice can come of tlielr proceedings; but
Uiat terms of submission will bo offered them so degrad¬
ing and revolting as at once to shut the mouths of all
"peace men" in tho confederacy, and unite all the peoplo

in tlio unanimous resolve of lierco resistance to audi an
Insolent and remorseless foe. And wo all might know
well enough, without sending special messing rs to hear
It with their own ears, what terms w.ll l>« proponed to
such of Mr Lincoln's fellow citizens as may wish to make
p aco. Not only from all thn ofllcal declarations of
that government, but also Iroui tho language held
by Mr. Blair to various persons In thin city, two things
art certain that the enemy will stipulate. first, for sub¬
mission to the federal authority ; and, second, for aboli¬
tion of slavery, either Immediate or gradual. These are
the two main points, and these Include everything.
These would decide the wholo of the Issues of this war,
and decide them against us State sovereignty would lie
Anally overthrown by the flrst condition, and these States
would become provinces or depwtmente of an empire,
and the distinctive element of our Foutbern civilization,
which was also the occasion of tbe present struggle,
would be abandoned by tho second condition.that is to
soy, by these terms of peace we should confess ourvelves
conquered. Nor would it end there. Wo havo already
several times shown that, If conquered, wo must boat
the mercy of the conquerors, and that they have
already a code of laws enacted to make us know

¦ blander altogether. Not only lit there no single symp¬
tom that those European Powers ore changing their
policy In a manner favorable to us, but. no oa anion w ill
arise at the4tliof March fur recognition of any person
or any thing. The Buropean Powers know nothing about
the 4th of March. They do not roncw their ro ognlllon
of thn United States ou the Inauguration of * new Presi¬
dent, and they will not be called upon for any artlon
whatsoever that day more than any other day. That de
lu" on may be dismissed.. It Is true that the enemy II in
nn eagT hurry to finish tbe war, bnt for far d lftr*rt
reasons. One is the usual Yankee histrionic mclodram&t
sort of reosos.their desire to have n big fete day. an I to
commence Lincoln's new term punctually at midnight of
the ltd Kith triumphant hell ringing and cannon salutes
nvne a restored I'nion. Another res ion. sqd
more pre««iog one still, Is, that they understand th
meinin'j of two the old words, vjt vidit. This s tlio kliol
of peace, the only kind, that tbo threo Cnufetturam com-

nitMloncra will ever licaref at Washington. There am 1

several erroneous Impretoions abroad bearing upon this
matter, which it would be an well to disposo of. l*eop!o
say and repeat to one another, rubbiug their hands with
an Innocent glee, that there must buvo been some inti¬
mation couveyed to Beward from Euroj o which makes
the ooemy so eager now to wind up the war. In fact,
that England and France might, could, mould or should
have informed Lincoln that, if on the 4tti of March be
be not inaugurated President of the whole of the old
Etatea, they, England and France, will then rccogni/.o
him only as President of those States which concurred in
hia election. There U not tho (tightest evidence or foun¬
dation of fket for this or any kindred rumor. It Is
perfectly well known that they are at the end
of their resources if we choose to hold out
In reelstance; that both in money and in men
their means are exhausted, and that their present
armies ia Ike field ar« their lout Yet, after all,
it is not so much to conclude a peace they send their
commissioners and open their sham negotiations aa to
deceive and distract us from tho measures needful for
our defence, while they move forward towards the final
investment of Richmond. Tlicy prefer to enter the city
as conquerors rather than to obtain peace by treaty be¬
tween Richmond and Washington. At all events, if
peace is offered, the terms of It will be as above stated.
How will tho army like it? Do Confederate soldiers in¬
deed confess themselves so utterly beaten that after the
tolls and sacrifices of four years, after the loss of so many
gallant men in battle, under a flog that is now renowned
by land and Ma, they would yield up the whole cauee for
which thoy fought.the sovereign right of their native
Slates, the control over their own institutions, the pos¬
session or their right to property, the jnheritanco of their
own children? Our soldiers who have served throughout

i the war have ever cherished the thought that when the
| struggle is over, and our Independence won, they will
i bomctiiues proudly wear tho gray Confederate uniform

and the hard won Insignia of their rauk, and tell their
children and their grandchildren the story of some glo¬
rious day when the setting sun illuminated the victorious
cross of utara. Yes, and many a bereaved famHy pro-
servos with fond prido tho sword of their lost brother
or son, to attest in future generations how
their klndrod blood flowed too for Southern
independence. But now how would it bo if su« h
a peace really fell u| on us? Hide, burn every shred
of tho gray Confederate cloth. Kip oir stare and bars,
and bury ttiem so tluit no ore shall see them. Dure not
to sliow tho Boovoulrs of those you have lost, and
bruatho not their nam oh. Let every vertigo and remin¬
iscence of the army that fought with Lee and Jackson
sink out of sight, and let eternal silence rest over all that
department of memory. This must not and this shall
not bo. There Is no need even to speeulato upon the
possibility of -uch infamy. It was wrong; It was weak
beyond meosuru to permit, this Journeying to and fro of
¦"cret messengers without credentials, at the imminent
riik of enervating the mllltury spirit of the country by
turning men's thoughts to dreams and visions of peace,
at tho very moment when every energy ought to be
strung and braced for war.

However, as it has begun, let us hopo that
this lost step will be the last. All tbo peace
party at the South protests tbnt it will in nowiso have a

peace of Bubmist-ion and of abolition. Tho parties who
have gone to Washington are men of understanding, and
they may on th Ir return bo ablo to tnako plain to tho
humblest Intellect that no other peuco than that Is to be

obtained, and so silence all dispute, and so produce a

desirable unanimity, and so explode forever all schcmee
and project! unworthy a gallant people. It may be

hop- d then to see the end ef the feeble kind of manage¬
ment In our public affairs. With Lee as generalissimo,
wielding uncontrolled power over all our armies and all
our generals, and Breckinridge in tho War Department,
we trust that the real business of tho country will have
come chance of being attonded to, and the real business
of the country Is, for the present, war, and not peace.

THE FKACK COMMISSIONERS AT I'ETKKKBL'KO.

I'KTF.RfBciui, Jan. 29, 1806.
During church hours to day a heavy eannonadlng was

In progress on our lines, between our and tbo enemy's
river batteries.

Messrs. Stephens, Hunter and Campbell, commis¬
sioners, aro in the city, and will bo panned by flag of
truce through Bushrod Johnson's lines to morrow. Their
mission excites much comment in all circlet.

More Commissioner!.
COMMISSIONERS KHOM FRAM E, KNOLANU AND ILLI¬

NOIS IN BirilMONP.

[From the Richmond Dispatch, Jan. 30 ]
Surely now In tho season of "commlssiuuerii. It >van

currently re[iorted in this city yesterday evening tliul a

commissioner from the French government had arrlvod.
We hnve not seen any such gentleman. When Mr.
Stephens and party went into Orant's linns at Petersburg
yesterday morning, on tho return of our flag of truce,
there came into our line!) a gentleman from Illinois,
named firant, who is oho paid to be a peace commis¬
sioner.
Wo may mention in connection with tho reported

arrival here of a French commissioner that th* rumor
in brought down from Northern Vligima tl.at the French
Min mer at Washington ha.", from some cause which bos
not yet transpired, demanded his pa- .ports. We have no

means ol d cid ng upon tho truth of this rumor. Our
latest Northern paper* are of tho evening of the 2:id
lust. It being apparently an accepted theory of o r

goveram nt that the puople ha'.o no inu rest either in
the war or tho [leace wh ch must at some time follow,
no pa tin is taken to put the press in poeseestou of
sulhentlc intell genco concerning great public events,
frequently only known to the government, and thereby
enahlo them to give the fact! to the country or correct
false and pernicious reports. Wo make th.s remark
generally, not being espeelslly excltod thereto by the
report about tho French minister.

THE REBEL PEACE COMMISSIONERS.
Tho thr»e commissioners who aro m mute to Washing¬

ton arc Huong tho most prominent of tho Southern
lenders, nod their antecedents become, under tho singu¬
lar clrcimntancea of their return to lhouutioualcapil.il,

a matter if grmvo Interest, '(lie of the rebel pa|>ers, from
which we have given elaborate extracts on tho 8'ihject of
their vlsl, and tho powers with which they are clothed,
alludn to them as representing each a different phase of
Southern sentiment. Otio i< called a r constructionist,
another i radical secessionist, and tho third acoruproinUo
between he two.

urai or Arjtx i.vDtn u. HT T'ti:ys, or oaonou
Therriel Vine President, Alexander II. Stephens, who

Is one ofthe commissioners, N lookod upon as represent-
inii tho Reconstruction sentiment In tho South. Ills
reluctant* to engage In the rebellion, and bis strong and
earnest 4cmincUilona of tho action tending toward!
secession in the greatest folly ever committed by tho
-iiuth, hive ever mad» him an otyoot of distrust to the
radical MCesslonlst*. This dl«tm#t has lately b 'en In-
created by his letters urging some su ;h action as thai
upon wllch he is now engaged.

Mr. SUphens was b irn In Talllaferro rminty, fla., on
Fehruar' II, 1812. Ho graduated at Franklin Colb-gi,
Athens, (ieorg a, in IH.KI, and was admitted to the bar In
1S34. Ii 1*34 he was elected to tho lower house of the
Georgia Legislature, and sorved, by re<l*ctiun. for live
succesri-e terms. In IH42 he was in the State Senate of
(..org a as a whig partisan. In the following year he
waseleced to Congress by a heavy major.ty. In 1H44
be Biipprtod Mr. Clay for tho Presides y hut, In opp.H-
turn to lis candidate'! views, favored the annexation of
T' tss. Ho and the Hon. Wiflanl Brown, of Tenn nwi«,
wereth< authors of ths resolutions which, as passed, ad¬
mitted Trxas Into the Unlun. In 1H-I7 bo submitted a
series ol resolutions on the Mexican war which scbae-
quently > -ame the platform of tho whig party during
the canpa gn of 1H4*. Ho opposed the Clayton
t ompronlse In 1841, and took a prominent
[¦art Ii tho passage of Mr. Cl*y'» compromise
ineasurd In 1*60. In IMS ho r. as chairman

¦ if tho t mmlttre on Terrttor es, and sided mnoh in effect-
the passage of the Kan«a< Nebraska set, in IHA4

. lien lie whljt party was broken up Mr. Stephen# united
v th Hit doinrcrais, and supplied Mr. Buatianan's ad-

nl 'rrtlon At th<* close ol the Th rty ilfth C< tajf <
he derlli> d a reelection lo Congre i. Dur.ng ttioeam-
i1 gn o' l"iiO lio supixir'ed Doug, as and Johnston, and
ef[io«»< a dls'olution <<f the Union In case of Mf l.in
uln a c4e« 11 n.
On Nsvember 14, JHflO, mined ately after Mr. Lincoln s

election, Mr.Stephens uiado Iti.s famous speech *t Mil-
ledgeville, In which he d -clared that in his judgment "the
election of no man, constitutionally chosen to thai high
office (President), 1m sufficient cause for any Statu to Mig¬
rate from the Union." January 19, 1841, when the ordi¬
nance of aeco.«iion cam.) to a vote in the Georgia State
Convention, Mr. Mephens, with Herschel V. Johnson aud
Hon. I^enten Btepheus, voted against it. Notwithstand¬
ing this record of persistent opposition to the secession

moveuont, Mr. Stephens wait unanimously elected Vice
President of tho rebel confederacy by thu flr*t rebel Con¬
gress, at Montgomery, Alabama, February 8, 1861. Short¬
ly after (March 21) he mode a speech at Savannah in vin¬
dication or defence of slavery, in which be declared that
th'j now government of which ho had just been elected
Vice President was founded on slavery as tho corner

stone of tho republic. Ho rea-hus Washington at a sin¬

gularly important hour, to Qnd that less than four years
have served to destroy the corner stone of which be then
boasted.
Tho present Is not tho first attempt on tho part of the

rebel Vice President to reach the ear of the President.
On July 4, 1803, he approached Fortress Monroe on the
robol gunboat Torpedo, and expressed a desire to enter
tho Union lines, with a letter from Davis to President Lin¬
coln. The purpose of Mr. Stephens on that occasion was
in reference to the exchange of prisoner* He failed on

that occasion to reach Washington.
Mr. Stephens lately fell undor suspicion In the South

for his persistent advocacy of a convention of all the
States, looking to a conclusion of the war. His plan waa
denounced in very strong terms, and his character waa
handled with great freedom by the rebel pr si. One of
the organs of tho rebel administration Invited him to ro-

sign and "return to tho people the office they had so un¬

wisely conferred on him." This crusade of the govern¬
ment press against him caused a coldness between Mr.
Stephens and Jeff. Davis. This is said to have been con¬

cluded on Friday last, in a long interview which took
place in Richmond, doubtless upon the subject of tho
present miss on, and which created a great excitement
iu that city.

SKKTCU OF R. M. T. HUNTER, OF VIKOINIA.
Senator Hunter, of Virginia, is tho radical secessionist

of the pcaco commissioners, aud represents tho "last
ditch" oven of the South. Ho Is of English descent,
and a native of Es.--ex county, Virginia. In 1834, before
ho had reached thu proper age, he was elected to the
Virginia II >use of Delegates from his native county, nod
entered upon jitibl a life. Ho was reelected as a whig
partisan In 1S38, aud apain in 1830, and cooperated zea

lously with Wteo and others, i-tato rights men, of that
cait, in favor ol' Wliito, of Virginia, as a candidate
for tho Presidency against Mr. Van Buren. Ho
avowed himself at this timo in oppositon to a

national bai^c, a protective tariff aud similar
measures. US' entered CongreM in 18117. In December,
1839, ho was elected Speaker of th House lifter a pro¬
tracted struggle of several weeks' duration. In 1840 he
refused to support either Harrison or Van Buren. In
1841 ho was reelected to Congress for the third time,
and became classed with the demo rats, iu consequence
of which ho was defeated in 1843. At tho next election
ho recovered his ground, and In 1845 was returned to his
seat by a large majority. In 1847 ho was elected to the
Setiato over "Extra Billy Smith." Iu 1808 ho was

again chosen Senator, aud held his seat as such until
I860. During his two terms ho was chairman of thu
Committeo on Finance. His term expired in 1800.
His lirst open service in the cause of tho rebellion was

as a delegate to the Montgomery rebel Congress from

| Virginia. His appointment dates from April 29. On
July '29, 1862, he succeeded Robert Toombs, of Georgia,
oh Secretary of State lu Davis' Cabinet, aud was bailed
throughout tho South as " tho right uton In the right
place." He did not long remain in the position, but
resigned in favor of the "little Jew Benjamin" in March,
1802. Ho has since then been in the rebel Senate, of
which body he was President during the protracted ab¬
sence of Mr. Stephens during tUa Unit part of tho preeunt
session of that body.

JUDUB JOUN A. CAMI'BELL, OF ALABAMA,
the conservative member of tho rebel peace commis¬

sion, was formerly an Associato Justice of tho United
.

States Supreme Court. He was appolntod by Mr. Pierce
in 1843, and held his position up to the beginning of the
rebellion, when he resign^, May 2, 1801, declaring him¬
self a Union.st, but bound,.to at'horu to the forlunct»of
bis State. During March, 1801, he made hims(4f promi¬
nent aa an intermediary between the rebel commissioners
in Washington and Secretary Soward. He afterwards
reported tho subotancoof his oflorts to brinp aiiout tfie
reception of tho commissioners in a long letter, In which
he accused Secretary Seward and tho administration of
equivocating, and alludes to tho fall of Sumter as a great
calamity. Hli shortly after Joined the Richmond gov rn-

mcnt, and was installed as AssUtant Secretary of War,
which position he resigned ubout a week slnco, at the
request of the rebel Congress. He now appears us a pea< e

commission r to Washington.
The Skating Pomla.

Tho "ball" Id still up, nwl tho skating carnival on

tlDae* to impart health and vigor to ten* of thousands or
"young America," who, freed from all restraint uiiU<t
the reign of Jack Fnwt, avail themselves of his
lengthened visit among us to onjoy themselves on tlic
Ice. Yesterday, notwithstanding some ind, nation* of a

thaw on tho previous even iig, tho ponds on tho 1'ark
and tho Fifth avenue poud were in excellent condl
lion for skating. Lurg« number* were present to enjoy
the uport, b'lt not to tho sumo extent as on tho preceding
daya, from the impression probably thut tho i'"e wiw not
in i.«kk1 c-ndi hi Tins, however, permitted a greater
latitude to tli-.ho who were present to exhibit their vari¬
ous accomplishing ut- in this must exhiiimting exeiri-e.
There wor u large number ol experienced -katcM at the
Fifth avenuo pond, many of ihi'iii from distant cities, who,while *nJounicr» here from tho ( anado* ami tbo oilier
provinces, embraced tho opportunity of keeping tti«* r
f«>«-t In pra> lice, and whoso evolution* were wlin 'sa>cd
with much pleasure by thou.-wnda of *pe< Utors li in lb-
ground* and tbo sheltered pi izxas of the proprietors'
li livings on the abore. There la ovory prospect lor a
good tlino on the ico to-day.

Irvt.My Oi'KitA To-winiir..Tonight tho new «<»<«

opens at tho Academy, with Donizetti'* Krond opsra of
Don Seha'lian. The orlg'nal cast, including Zucchl and
Massimiliani, will bo pres rved. All the flrie scent ry,
costumes, Increased bonis and splendid pageantry,
which made th.s opera tho best In scenic an I sp ctncular
elTect ever produced in this country, will bo unchanged
due Its introduction last sea <on Am tho subscription
list Is full and the secured seats nearly oil ' up.vl wo

may anticipate a brilliant >pen.ng nighk

Ds Spir^h Oo.fCKHT..There is to be a grand compli¬
mentary concert to Ouauve I>e Sp|e,«. at Dodwortli Hall
this evening. As several of tho most distinguished irtMls
In th« city have be n engaged upon UiU occasion, It
promises to Is* oni of tile finest of the season.

Dxamatic KrmmpmrvT M us Nina Foater, who la
very favorably known to tho public, aunouncea her in¬

tention to give a drumaUe *a<i |sietio recitation at Dod-
worth n ill. sofl Headway, on Monday evening next, tho
Oth iu.t The reoiUlion will begin at eight o'clock, and
will doibtl'"* be liberally patronised.

puRTiurr or Outsat. Bnsn*a«i. Mr. John C. Buttre,
of Nu 4s Franklin street, In thla city, has just published

a uplen'tid steel plato engraving of Major General William
T. fherm m, the renowned conqueror of Atlanta and fa-
vannob. This portrait la generally ailmltled to be one of
tho finest ever made. It Is engraved In the hithetl rtyle
of art, the lineament* of the face speaking the flied p ir-

poses of the sou I. Every patriot should have one of
these magnificent engravings. Around the portrait in a

border giving views of Buxzard'* Roost, Kenesaw Moun
Uln and tbo struggle for Atlanta.

WAt/ACUl Titram*..Mr. Charles Waloo* made
a farewell appearance at this theatre last night
is Majof Do Roots. In Everybody's Frlen I
Thongh the humor with whleh he personated
Hie part -his old pecul isr happiness of manner and
utterance.did In aomo measure revive the plfn.'snt
n memb utieea of by ^one day*, It was te force a psln
fulcooti'Mt between tlio iplril, gaiety mid force of lite
actor « nnmo an I li s pn»ent tendency to the Inevitable
Fere and yellow II eon eption <»t the pari of II
Do M.ioi whs exi ent, and hi* rendition, ex epi for

itri" del ,i piei|f|. of Voi e. .»< r iblc. l ue a ft I '

vv.i* m excoedinitly lurne and fa>hiomilile one, i«nd H
ir Imie of npp|au-o to the r< t rn g lav or to arnest and
very ho irty. Never IK-Ioro did nu actor retire v» lb a
mori' Vnenuivo si expn afion of the giMid wl.-hes of a

puoi c he lia I *o Bisny times piovokeil to the laughter
that "i Ivors the air'' and llthlens ibe bvart.

THE SOUTH.
THE CABINET CHANGES AT RICHMOND.

Duvis Not Disposed to Appoiut Lee and Mai*
ton to the Positions Offered

Them by Congress.

Breckinridge Installed at» Secre¬
tary of War,

Ac., Ac., Ac.

The Rebel War Department.
UENKHAL HKIX'KINItlDUK 8KCI»i.T A KY Or WAR TBI

CO Ml NO TAX BI1.L.

[From the Richmond Despatch, Jan. 30 ]
We tbluh it certain that Ue ru ral Breckinridge has been

appointed Secretary of War, though lira appointment hua
not yet been presented to the Senate for its approval.

It 1$ said that Mr. E. U Urine, of Kentucky, is to bo
Commissary General. He Is spoken of on possessing
cullar tUnesB Tor the office. Rut the truth la, should Con¬
gress, an it probably will, posa a law giving market vaiu*
for all properly taken for government use, tU« labors of
the Commissary Oepattment will be immeasurably d»-
creasod. There will be tben no necsauty for imprsas*
ment*. It being once known that the government la giv¬
ing the highest market price, the hidden stores of Ui«
country wiU be crowded Into the market.

In this connection we may mention that the Hou*»
Finance Committoe are now perfecting a (weeping tax,
bill, which will he ready to Uiko the redundancy of th»
currency that would other* Ue be created by the Immento
FimiR necessarily disbursed by government if it paya soar-

ket price for property taken for public use. The Tax bill
will ralHe seven hundred million dollars,' and a d wwiufc
of tlfteen per cent la to be albiwi d for prompt payment

PtttMage of tike 11111 to Employ Slave* by
th« Rebel Congress.

[From the Richmond Examiner, Jan. 30.]
The rebel House of Representatives on Saturday passed

the Senate bill to provide for the employment of free
negroes and slaves to work upon formications, Kc , w tl»
amendments.

Davit Hum No Disposition to Appoint Lte
Coin maii'lcr-l n-C Itli f.

[From the Richmond Examiner, Jan. 30.]
it Is understood that tho nomination of Oneral I.e.)

will be sent into the Senate to-day to llil the newly
created olllce of commandtr-ln-chief of the armies of
the confederacy. It is known that no step* wliatew r

ha\o been taken by the Executive under or with refer¬
ence to the resol tlon recommending the relnstat meul
of Gcm-rul Johnston.

Blomhy on Ills Travrli.
[From tho Richmond Examiner, Jan. 30]

We aro happy to announce tl.rtt this distinguished
chieftain has snftlclently recovered from his woi nd to i>o
able to travel, and that ha reached this city \esterday
evening by tho Central train. A few days will see h in

the saddle again.
Gold In the South.

[From the R.chmond Dispatch, Jan. 30.]
Gold on Saturday morning opened at forty seven, and

ran up as high ax fifty two; hut the news of the uppoinl-
ment of the peace commissioners sent It down rapidly,
and considerable amouuls wcra sold a.> low as forty-two.

Burning of a Hotel at Marietta.
M icon, Jan. 2A, 1 HI6

Tbo Marietta Hotel, at Marietta, was destroyed by lire
on the night of the 20th Inst. The origin of the lire Is
supposed to have been accidental.

THOMAS.
HEC0NMSSA5CE TO CORISTH. fflSS.

TEE XHSEHTST EVACUATE.

IICOIVS MAW AK.1IY AT TlfPRLO,
lt(«f llCi

Our K.atlpoil (.Mlmi.) t'orrriponilrnr*.
Bawjtott, Ml*- II, IHt'i

The Fir*! brigtde, Kind dkvOlon nf ejtvalry, Mill' iry
Hlvinion of tho Mia-i- uppl. Ml one divsion of tho Ix
tccnth aruiy corpt, uii'l< r e unii.an of Hngiulli r thacnl

L. ('roslon, returned till* over.ing nun it roc .nun' mco

towards Hooil'1 |hi |iIoii TlH'y loft hero on iIhj i'l'h
Ire-'t. fur Corinth, pa* nii? through tuku ami llruwiwtiilo.
When lit* tr»a{M got wltutn d'ht of HwnMouipi'St^
atCoriutfi, tho mi my withdrew into tho town Mtod .»

fofiKi in Cnrtath Ih eatiuinteii nt about four hundred.
H'wd, with hi* main force, Ii nt Tupelo. Tbo robot* ro

tr>«U*(l on tlia plank ro.ul running Ut Danville, but not
Wore Mr troopi bad captured tii riv tivo of them. Be-
fore Iravin ¦( CorfutU they burned Mm deiwt ami V. .*.

mltigo Hou*o.

1'iiliii' Intrlllgcnc,
nrtfit. Aiiina in WMrrciiKjiTi.it coi S'tt. flr.vF.u a r.

MI S AND WuMKN AK*KSTUB TIIK «ANO Bl'.OKKM
IT.
For nearly two your* |vut the Tillage "f Mount Vernon,

Wi'-U heater county, hs* horn IiiCnM bv a gang of bur

flare, mostly frcm tlii* city, who haw broken open ami
robbed tho dwelling of many r }¦ i< !«.( t- <>f that plaeo, and
it seemed aim i-t Impwibio to uMnln uny clue whi U
would Jiettiy the author, in tiiore in making any ir-
rem- At length tbe Knrjfl.irir-.-4 became so frvqu nt ihat
JMge Van Cilt, Mr Du->oiibtirv mid many others of tho
ilr»t ciii/ru* of Mo ut Vornun forni' d litem* Km Into .»
vigilance committee for I' e p^irp'1 « o riot only arr Hing
the h rglartt, bill tilt m it< Iv * i mine their omv rtion ami
punl*limetit To aid tho committal- In Uitlr edo.u tho
*. rwoe* of defective Hhiwey, nf toe New York force, ami
officer Montgum- ry, of Vi- <wh(*tnr rounty, wero >.0.

cun-d, and the officer* have iunnMI In ar-
ro*tlng A t/ lint CttriMiliM, J"hn Kink, Jacob C i>»i k alta?»
fDWt* Charley," John Multer, Jm k Ad'^r (coraredi,Mary John-on (also rululrd). George Slnv r, I'etor Smith
Ml«n Klliott, Mr*. Moore and hut daughter, all of whorri
¦land charged with being coouernej in ilia conunin^loa
of the aumeroua baiylirie* and robtierlea 111 Mount V r.
n hi The prisoners were arrested on warranto inmed byJudgo Meeka, of Mount Vemon, and taken to Wlimt
1'l.tina, whire most of them w re committed for trial;tkrvo oi/oit wore admitted to ball fur their future ap>l>ciir.iii<*e The offli era alleged that the burglar* weio ir»
the habtl of meeting 'it light a', the houae* or Mia* I III. ill
and Mr* Moore lor tho pKrpu^o ol perfecting the r plan*
fur plundering the citin nanf Mount T#oot1. Bttnir of
the defendant* live In New V'urk and were arreatad here.
The gang < nuw th >mrht to lie thoroughly broken up,
ami I ho-"' not lu cuatody havetakqu Ulghi ..iid r<m away.
(Hhera of ihe do-|>erad<M-ic however, are known, #nd Ih#
IKI no aie In pnttult of lliem Orent credit Indue t<>

o Hirer Montgomery and detective Slowey lor tUair vlitU
lance Kiel mece-H In arroatln^ so niatiy of the part 4
alleged to have been concerned in the burglaries.

Sale of . N«w«paprr.
PlU-JMlKMIIU, Feb 1 ISM

The fVm»y Hull*m was *old al aucti n tliH aflern<" ri
for $*9,000. II was purcii.ikcd in III" Interest of Hie
tenner proprietors, J. H. Chambers and Oulonel Com-
tniug* retiring.

Arrivals mill I)rp«rl«tres.
AHItlVAI.S.

Ilit.toir FTatD Htenrnal' i1 -n»n Nad'i *ajnr tlewral
D I. KK-u, VI A; Mi iff i<ii r ueaer«l »M iiflem, < hlei <>C
Kallro^d HnreHii. ( ' '¦'> u t " > *','r*'yriS >P*

>4
J \V W il»nn u , .

Iltvtin ,Sleam«lilp ''mhU.A M do la Rrwa, Mdnrr
It tieit. T Hj'.i". Will K;>*l t and laity, J Nteh<H« P
IV vi'li* « r I. UII""|, J I' " w vs Meeker, Iv unit
lUumdi I II'm 11 P..rada, H^ml Henll/ei Andnxv M rrnl, t
j, r.te, J.I II ' Al'ea, Ten* Huna, A Krauke, Mr* Victoria.
Iteti ,»iiu« «. Oeorge Hamnol*.

DKPARTt'RM.
Steam*hlp Kagle-ilenrgo l.itfmer, A itei><*n,

1, nn, MIM 1' M'l.kitiann, .1 A Wilkinson, II Krulhr u t R
< i«ti!l III in, »i«im, r i'fr»'V at d »HOr, A W M .ra- >n ier.
Tint, A W Horn, Hon lU uon I'aet, N l»rvl«, M li W kehio.

1 Ti'Pi'lng, 1 N(l»boi n, M l.i-tek, Jnm Cloy (lon.al .«, Vy
III 1.. I »%' H"tt<'llni-ii««.r, K M it in, ,M A Allen rl rt'iit.
1 s Nn* tierg K It Barthnl K Crunn«, A V» t'l, ii It nn|
«' limner, T t>«nsnl, Mr* J \V lteol».ni ih.ug.it. It H h|«e.
I) N lin.tun, VV 11 M Xeler, t: A Kleg, >V W ii. K P t,
I. I) Vll.eii. J M vl-.yi'rs 1. 0 lilei H |i., VilloUL a Oat.
uere a, K Hurl*, J..: Homeroan Mum W ll.as.ill.


